2011 Recreational Resource Grant

Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance (CVHA) is pleased to announce availability of funding for the enhancement or development of recreational or protection of natural resources with a near term impact executable in one year or less.  Any government agency, non-profit, or individual developing recreational related preservation of natural habitats in the Upper Catawba River Basin is eligible to apply for this grant.  Applications requesting any amount up to $1000 will be considered.  CVHA is pleased to announce that $1000 is available for this current grant cycle.  

Application Process:  Applicants will be considered based on project proposals from which finalists will be selected.  Grants will be awarded upon completion of a site inspection. The deadline for application submission is midnight, November 30, 2011.  Please submit applications in pdf or doc format to grants@heritagealliance.org.  Grant applications received after the stated deadline will not be considered in the 2011 grant cycle.   Finalists will be selected by January 15th, 2012.  The grant will be awarded following site visits to each of the finalists.  Grant awards will be subject to signature of a Memorandum of Understanding outlining CVHA’s expectations of payment terms, project completion date and a verification rubric.

Overview:  The primary objective of this grant is to promote the recreational use of preserved natural spaces dedicated to recreation that are freely accessible to the public.  CVHA seeks projects that will be completed within a short timeframe.  The grant will provide funding for materials and/or labor for the construction or enhancement of the following project types: 

·         Bike Trail Paths

·         Greenway 

·         Blueway Access Points 

·         Public Parks 

·         Land or Natural Resource Preservation

 Matching:  Any grant awarded over $500 requires a 50% match by the grantee.  The match is not required to be monetary; it may be made via in kind contributions of labor or material to the project.  Futhermore,  CVHA does not intend that the match requirement be a financial burden and thus each project will chosen be based upon the merit and community benefit as defined in the initial proposal.

Grant Application:  Please use the following form to provide needed information:

​​​​​​​​​​---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance Recreational Resource Grant Application 2011

1. Date:

2. Name (person/Agency):

3. Agency background info:

4. Project name and short description:

5. Project coordinator:

6. Contact information:

· Mailing address:

· Phone:

· E-mail:

· Web presence:

7. Accountability: In the case of non-profit agencies, please provide evidence of incorporation in the State of North Carolina and I.R.S. tax-exempt status (or that of sponsoring agency).  In addition, all applications from non-profits must include a copy of the most recent financial audit or operating budget of lead agency.

8. Project Overview: Outline all costs (labor & materials), location(s) (including landownership and pre-existing facilities) and a project time table with specific stages (or benchmarks) in the construction process.

9. Anticipated matching funds: Please include evidence of any budget allocations for this project and all additional sources of funding. This grant source may not be used to meet the matching fund requirements of other grant applications.

10. Completion date: Please list any anticipated issues which might impact timely project completion (i.e. additional funding requirements, easements, land acquisition, or permits).

11. Community benefit: Estimate the impact this grant could provide to the target population (i.e. trail use estimates or environmental impact). Please include population figures of surrounding residents or an estimate of demonstrated need (i.e. market analyses, surveys and other research which support the demand for such a project).  

12. Hours of operation: Please list the hours that this project will be open to the public and how the facility will be secured during non-operating hours.  How will the hours of operation be communicated?

13. Public Safety: How will the public be assured of the safety and security of the facility?  Who will ultimately be liable for costs arising from accidents and injuries which might occur at this facility?   How will acceptable types of uses and activities and the limitations thereof be defined and communicated to the users of the facility? 

14. Maintenance: If this project will require ongoing maintenance, please explain what is the anticipated cost of this maintenance and the capacity to provide for the long term sustainability of the facility?

15. Project verification: How the successful completion of the goals outlined in this proposal will be verified and documented?

	 “Enhancement” is defined as any structure, improvement or permanent fixture(s) which may contribute to (or otherwise compliment) an existing facility.


	 Administration of this grant source does not imply that the Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance accepts responsibility for injuries and accidents occurring at project facilities nor additional costs of repairs to damages which might occur during or after project completion.  Futhermore, in awarding this grant, CVHA accepts no responsibility for long-term maintenance costs of any funded facility.







